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to Canossa. And in a piece of Scottish, eccle-
siastical history the familiar tones may without
difficulty be detected.
II
On the eighteenth of May, 1843, Dr. Welsh, the
Moderator of the General Assembly of the Estab-
lished Church of Scotland, took a course unique in
the history of his office. He made no formal
address. Instead, there came the announcement
that as a protest against an illegal usurpation of
the rights of the Church, and in order to maintain
that freedom of action essential to the Assembly,
two hundred and three of its members were com-
pelled to sever their connexion with it.8 With a
large number of lay and clerical followers he then
withdrew to a hall that had been prepared near by.
Prayer was offered up; the moderatorship of the
seceding members was offered to, and accepted by,
Dr. Chalmers; and the Assembly then proceeded
to constitute itself the governing body of the Free
Church of Scotland/
To the adequate understanding of this striking
event some brief survey of early Scottisli eccle-
siastical history from the time of Knox's invasion
is necessary. Eecognised as the State Church in
1567,5 from the first a conflict of authority arose.
The first General Assembly had approved the
3 Buchanan, II, 594.
* Buchanan, II, 607.
5 Calderwood, II, 388-389. Innes, Law of Creeds in Scotland, p. 14.
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